Pancreatic exocrine carcinoma producing adrenocorticotropic hormone.
A rare case of pancreatic exocrine carcinoma with an endocrine component secreting adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH) is reported and discussed in relation to other cases previously published. The patient initially presented with a severe form of diabetes, which was treated accordingly. Persistence of hyperglycemia, along with other metabolic alterations and marked hypokalemia, led to the suggestion of abnormal ACTH secretion. In this patient, however, a florid Cushing's syndrome was not observed. The patient also developed hematological alterations, mainly leukopenia and thrombocytopenia, whose origins were unclear. At autopsy, a poorly-defined mass was discovered between the body and tail of the pancreas. Standard histology showed a moderately-differentiated adenocarcinoma. Immunohistochemical analysis of the tumor specimen demonstrated the presence of some neoplastic cells immunoreactive for chromogranin A, neuron-specific enolase and ACTH. These findings are consistent with the existence of an endocrine component within the exocrine carcinoma with ACTH differentiation.